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ABSTRACTS:

ANTERO HoOrLMIILA:

The Finnish Press and the Narrative Construction of War-to-Peace Transition,
1944-1945.

This article examines the transition from war to peace in Finland between 1944 and
1945 from the perspective of the Finnish press. It argues that the culturally constructed
and symbolically ordered narratives of “survival”, “sacrifice” and “self-control” made
up a normative framework in which the meaning of Finland’s post-war transition
from war to peace was given. In addition, the framework offered the Finns moral
guidelines and lessons from the past as what to do in order to successfully return to
peace. Exploring these perceptions from a theoretical framework in which narratives
are placed into the core of cultural structure and practice, it is argued that the press
created a homogenous meaning for the immediate postwar reconstruction which the
majority of the society understood in a homogenous way.

SART OSTMAN:
Life Publishing — the Newest Autobiographical Tradition

The article concerns /ife publishing. The new concept includes practices and activities
used for publishing details and stories about personal selves and lives on the inter-
net. Such practices include blogging, photo gallery or video publishing and acting
on social networking sites. The author examines Finnish writing and video bloggers,
gallerists and ‘facebookers’, as well as e-mail interviews with bloggers. The contents
are observed and analyzed through the lens of multidisciplinary digital culture.

The forms and especially the motives of life publishing are studied as theo-
retically separate, yet merging and interlacing in practice. Written blogs are ‘flavored’
with photos and video clips, video and photo publications are explained in words
— and Facebook as a hybrid platform merges all possible forms of hypertext. Simi-
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larly, the motives — self reflection, narrative performance and play — can be seen as separate
issues, but in most life publications they overlap and bind together. Often they are
even impossible to tell from each other. In this article; a field is shaped onto which
these aspects are placed. They form a new autobiographical practice that draws from
traditions but creates a new sphere.



